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instant escapes

CUT-OUT-AND-GO GUIDE | WILD WYE VALLEY

SEE&DO

@ It'sadaredevildriverwho
would enterthe Wye Valley by the
Capel-y-ffinmountainroad, but
comparedto arriving via the tedious
dual carriageways from South Wales

(asmany do), thisis a sensationally Foé_ﬂ}'é\ﬁ;;
scenic stretch. Don't miss the majestic Underandaround |

Bredwardine i

ruins of Llanthony Priory, asecret :
Bridgeisexcellent :

versionof famous Tinternto the south.

fishingterritory. }

You'llneedyour

® Continuingover Gospel Pass, the licence—day ;
thintarmacribbon takes you downinto pefmiseanbe
: boughtfromthe :

Hay-on-Wye. Once justanother Welsh RedLionHotel :

border sheep-farmingtown,itwas
transformedby local eccentric Richard
Boothinto a hub of bookshops, and
the Hay Festival of Literature & Arts
has now putit onthe world map.
Richard Booth's Bookshop (booth
books.co.uk)is still the finest of many
intownandincludes asmallcinema
andanexcellent cafe.

(five minutes’ :
walkfromthe
bridge)for£12 :
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! @ Sincethistripisallaboutariver
i valley, ditchthe car—fromacanoe
! theview ofthe Wyeislikenoother.
| Theriverisalso easily accessible
i andmeandering from Glasbury,
1

l with grade llrapids at Symonds Yat
! forthemoredaring. Wye Valley

| Canoes (wyevalleycanoes.co.uk;
]

! £25pp, half-day) departsfrom
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the lovely River Cafe at Glasbury.
How greenis this
valley: view over
the Wye atBrecon
Beacons National
Park; below, the
charming centre of
Hay-on-Wye;inside

® While canoeing downstream

from Glasbury, you'll soon sail under
the ancient, wooden Whitney Toll
Bridge (whitneybridge.co.uk; £1to
cross by car), one of the lesser-spotted

Richard Booth’s
bridges of the Wye. Further on, there's Bookshop
- -
< @ Pembridge N
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Bredwardine’'s redbrick span,

the Sellack and Foy suspension
footbridges that putold ferry boatmen
outof business, and the precarious,
disusedrail bridge linking Redbrook
tothe Boat Inn (theboatpenallt.co.uk).
Bridge boffinbliss.

@ Theancientwoodlands of
Woolhope Dome make for excellent
walking country. Hiddeninits flanks
are Haugh Wood, Joan's HillFarm,
Paget's Wood and Common Hill, with
600 rare species of butterflies and
moths, untilled meadows full of
orchids, Dyer’s greenweed and
columbine, and woodland haunts
forbarn owls, roe deer and badgers.

® Lostinthetwistinglanes of
Woolhope Dome, Canwood Gallery
(canwoodgallery.com; free; check
openinghours) mustbethe best
concealed contemporary artgalleryin
the country — andit's well worththe
effort. This beautifully converted farm
has meadows dotted with sculptures;
the tale of how the owner’s battle with
leukaemiabroughtitinto beingis as
compellingastheplaceitself.

® MuchMarcle villageis the epicentre
ofthe Wye Valley's cider country,
home to Westons Cider (westons-
cider.co.uk; open daily). Butforan
insider's glimpse of more of the
small-scale cider producers that
make this county shine, seek outthe
single-variety cider and perry (made
with pears) of nearby Gregg's Pit
(greggs-pit.co.uk; entry andtastings
by prior arrangement). There's also
Dunkertons of Pembridge (dunkertons
cider.co.uk; only openFridays and
Saturdays, ring the bell for access)
and Gwatkinin Abbey Dore (gwatkin
cider.co.uk; open daily).

@ Southof Ross-on-Wye, theriver
squeezesitselfintoadeep gorge at
Symonds Yat, after whichitis fringed
by alost world of small ex-coalmining
settlementsinthe Forestof Dean.
The narrow-gauge railway that
once transported the coalhasbeen
transformed into the family-friendly
Cannop Valley circular cycling trail
(pedalabikeaway.co.uk; 17km), with
the somewhattougher mountain-
bike Verderers’ and Freeminer
cross-country trails nearby. »
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) EAT

® Olde-worldetearooms

YE OLDE STEPPES (Scones about £5)
Because: This formervillage
sweetshop has metamorphosedinto
abells-and-whistles tearoom. Expect
chocolate-box decor and outrageously
good creamteas. Travel'stip: Ifit's
warm, slipinto the courtyard garden
hidden atthe back. High St, Pembridge.

® Rareburgers

THEBEEFY BOYS (Burgers about £8)
Because: Herefordhas seenafood
revolutioninthe pastdecade, and
appropriately forthe townthat gave
us Herefordbeef, the focusis burgers,
withthe Beefy Boys offering the pick
of thebunch. Travel'stip:If there's
abiggroup of you, you'llfind a spacious
booth downstairs attheback of the
diner. Old Market, Hereford; 01432
359209, thebeefyboys.com.

® Classicpub grub

THE OSTRICH INN (Mains about £13)
Because: The barmenubeatsthe
alacarte offering, withlocal Forest

of Dean wild-boar sausages and
steak-and-cask-ale pie. Travel's tip:
With eightregularand 12 guest choices,
pairyour meal with fine alesinstead

of wine. Newland, Forest of Dean;
01594 833260, theostrichinn.com.

@ Allthe trimmings
THEBOOKSHOP AT ARULEOF TUM
(Mains about £15)

Because:If you're stayingin Hereford
andneedagood brunch — anything
from North African spicy shakshuka
toham-hock hash — orfancy aproper
grass-fed steak for dinner, thisis
agreatbet. Travel'stip: The Sunday
lunchisrightly acclaimed — stop by at
the weekend. 33 Aubrey St, Hereford;
01432343443, aruleoftum.com.

® Secludedspot

OFF GRID GOURMET (Menus from
£40 formeat eaters, £35 for veggies)
Because: Thisunigue food experience
islike a Wye Valley safaribanquet
made from localfare by Hugh Sawyer
on his organic, off-grid farm and
servedinatentby candlelight. Travel's
tip:It's cash only and BYO drinks.
Rememberto wear suitable footwear
togetyouacrossthefield. Walkers
Cottage, Parks Rd, Clifford; 07538
037770, offgridgourmet.net.
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STYLISH
SOUVENIRS

Therearelocally
crafteditems
youcanonly
buyhere. Look
outforthe
beechwood
‘mouse’ door
stopsand
homemade
bath oils with
rosebuds

KEEPEARS &
EYES OPEN

Anotherfine
restaurantin

: Herefordis

Madamand Adam
(Bridge Street)

— currently
closedbecause

of winter flooding.
: Keepyoureyeon

{ Facebook tostay

: informed ofits

i much-anticipated
i reopening

iEf DRINK & SHOP
SV ® Perfectpint

THE CROWNINN WOOLHOPE
Because: Setinthe heart of Woolhope
Dome, the Crown Innis a pub with
afine landlord, relaxed drinkingand
goodfood. Travel's tip: It makesits
owncidersandaperry thatisthe

pick of the bunchonawarmday.
Woolhope; crowninnwoolhope.co.uk.

® Treasure trove

BAILEYSHOME

Because: Intherolling countryside
northof Ross-on-Wye, this rustic
design store feels halfway betweena
retro reclamationyard and a Provencal
farmhouse. Travel's tip: Pop by the
stylish‘hut’ tearoom forhomemade
cakes (only open at the weekend).
Bridstow; www.baileyshome.com.

® Welshgelato

GREEN & JENKS

Because: This fifth-generation family
dairy business has given Welsh milk
the Italian treatment — try the fior di
latte (soft cheese) flavour. Travel's
tip: Look outfor the seasonal choices
onthemenu. 1TAgincourt Square,
Monmouth; greenandjenks.com.

ASK THE
LOCAL

lanDoodyis Herefordborn
andbredandknows his

= wayaroundthe wilder
corners of the Wye Valley

Igrew upin Staunton-on-
Wye, whichmakesme
aboutaslocalasyoucanget.llove
walking and Herefordshire's gentle
landscapeis perfectambling country.
Some of the wilder places nearthe
riverinclude English Heritage's
Neolithic burial chamber of Arthur’s
Stone on Dorstone Hill (free); wild
swimming at Bredwardine Bridge (it's
usually slow-flowing hereinsummier,
but check withlocals before you
venturein); abeautiful walk along the
Scar cliff by theriver at Brobury; and
one of the most undiscovered, hidden
Norman castles anywhereinEngland
— Snodhill (snodhillcastle.org; free,
butdonations appreciated).

STAY

@ Serious glamping
THEMOON AND | (Doubles from
£75,roomonly)

Because: Every place seemstohavea
shepherd'shutorbell tentthese days,
butthe oneshere offeranimmersive
theatrical experience, with stargazing,
too (bestfromthe tent’s see-through
roof). Indulge in bathing under a canopy
of trees. Travel'stip: Youdon'thave

to schleptousethefacilities — the hut
hasits ownwood-fired hottub and

the tenthas an excellent compostloo.
The Plough, Blakemere, Herefordshire;
themoonandi.uk.

® Country comfort

THE GREENMAN (Doubles from
£80,B&B)

Because: You could happily pad about
inyour slippers atthis comfortablerural
inn, but thisis hunting country, soyou're
likeiy tobrushtoes withaparade of
muddy menin shootinggarbinthe
wood-panelledbar. Travel's

tip: Thisis acutabove youraverage
Herefordshire pub withrooms —but
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anticipate snooty staff asaresult.
Fownhope; thegreenman.co.

® Bordercharm

ALLT COTTAGES (Cottages sleepingup
to six from £104, three-night min stay)
Because: Inthe grounds of anancient
manor, these three stone cottages
arefilled with beautiful found objects
— branchesforbookshelves and
river-pebbleinlaid showerrooms.
Travel's tip: Ask for the route up onto
nearby Red Daren, part of the Black
Mountainrange, for spectacular views
of the border country. The Vineyard,
Walterstone; alltcottages.com.

® Countryside without mud

THE BRIDGE HOUSE (Doubles
from£120, roomonly)

Because: This charming nine-bedroom
Georgianhouse sitsrightonthe banks ;
of the River Wye nearRoss. You've
accesstowaterfrontgardens, walking
andfishing, withouteven getting your
bootsdirty. Travel'stip: Dogs are
welcome. Wilton, Ross-on-Wye;
bridgehouserossonwye.co.uk.

instant escapes

Livingthedream:
clockwise fromtop
left, the rustic-chic
BaileysHomestore;
Plas Bachhutinits
stunning garden
setting; city elegance
inHereford's Castle
House Hotel; gastro
fareatthe Crowninn
Woolhope; out-of-
the-ordinary
accommodation
atthe Moonandl,
Blakemere

4 JUSTASTEP

{ AWAY
i Thehotelgardens
i aresohuge
! there'sspacefor
i ahot-airballoon
i launchsite;the
i BridgeHousecan
! arrangeflights
acrossthearea
i andover Wilton

: Castle, nextdoor

S

® Meditative spot

PLASBACH (Hutsleepingtwo from
£137 three-night min stay)

Because: Thisisnotsomuchahutinthe
woods as ahutina stunningly planted
valley garden. Thelifetime's work of the
Daw family, it'sthe perfect spotto get
away fromitallandindulgeinalittle
contemplation. Travel's tip: Leave the
gardenbythebackandyou'llfinda
footpaththatleadsrightup onto Hay
Bluff for spectacularpanoramicviews.
LowerHouse, Cusop Dingle, Hay-on-
Wye; lowerhousegardenhay.co.uk.

® Cityelegance
CASTLEHOUSEHOTEL (Doubles
from£155,B&B)

Because: The cathedral city of
Herefordis the logicalurbanbase for
exploringthe Wye Valley, and this
hotel,straddling the Castle Pool (a
remnant of the Normanmoat), is the
bestplacetostay. Travel's tip: Rooms
inthe hotelaretraditionalin style,
whereas thoseinthe nearby
townhouse are more contemporary.

Castle Street, Hereford; castlehse.co.uk.

GETME THERE

GOINDEPENDENT
Herefordis atthe centre of the Wye
Valley andis servedbytworaillines,
onebetween South Wales and
Manchester, the otherfromLondon
Paddington. The lower Wye Valleyis
easytoaccessfromthe M4 orM50.

GOPACKAGED -
Grand UK Holidays (grandukholidays.
com) has aWye Valley & Forest of
Deanfive-day coachtour,stayingina
three-starhotelin Coleford eachnight;
from £399pp, half board. Contours
Walking Holidays (contours.co.uk)
has a220kmhike over 11-14 days from

. £960pp, B&B, withluggage transfers.

GETAROUND

Traveline (travelinemidlands.co.uk)
offers an (infrequent) bus service
acrossthe area. Enterprise (enterprise.
co.uk) rents carsfromHerefordtrain
station, from £134 aweek.

FURTHERINFORMATION
See visitherefordshire.co.uk.m
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