
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Spring and Summer 2018



 Attend one of our events and stay the night For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321

Wednesday, 14th February 

VALENTINE’S DINNER 
Woo the one you love with a five-course candlelit Tasting Dinner 

including a cocktail on arrival:  £60

Make a night of it – five-course candlelit Valentine’s Dinner, bed & 

Herefordshire breakfast: £275 based on 2 people sharing

MISSED THE LOVE BOAT?  
Is there a birthday, anniversary on the horizon or want to remind 

someone you love them? We propose our Special Treat Package which is 
available throughout the year – see castlehse.co.uk for more details

Castle House was voted the Best 
Herefordshire Hotel in the Visit 
Herefordshire Awards for Excellence last July. 

George Watkins received the award from John Challis, the actor 
and Herefordian denizen, who said: “It’s been a great honour to 
help present the Visit Herefordshire and Visit Worcestershire 
Tourism Awards for Excellence. It was brilliant to see so many 
people who have done so much to help tourism here in both the 
counties, the most beautiful in the country in my opinion.”

HEREFORD’S FAMILY OWNED BOUTIQUE HOTEL, WITH ITS ACCLAIMED CASTLE 
RESTAURANT, BALLINGHAM BAR AND BISTRO AND WATERSIDE GARDEN. 

OPEN TO NON-RESIDENTS EVERY DAY. 



Thursday, 22nd February  11am – 3pm
CARLOS MAGDALENA
“THE PLANT MESSIAH”
Carlos Magdalena, Kew Gardens’ senior botanical horticulturalist, has something 
of a reputation as having the uncanny ability to bring plants back from the brink of 
extinction. He has travelled to remote and dangerous parts of the world in search of the 
rarest exotic species. Back in the Tropical Nursery at Kew, where he has worked for over 
14 years, he uses pioneering, left-field techniques to help them grow.

Carlos will be showing slides and talking about his work and his book The Plant Messiah, 
which details his mission to save the planet, one f lower at a time, before it is too late.

Ticket: £35 to include talk and two-course lunch

Carlos will be signing copies of his book The Plant Messiah: Adventures in Search of the 

World’s Rarest Species, which will be on sale.

MARCH
HEREFORDSHIRE DIARY DATES
23rd Feb - 11th March   Borderlines Film Festival 2018

Now in its 16th year, the Borderlines Film Festival has become one of the largest, most 
popular events of the Marches calendar. The festival takes place in a variety of venues 
across the county, giving the opportunity to see great films before they go on general 
release. In 2017 Borderlines saw record attendances: 19,310 over the 17 day film festival. 
With attendances in this range, it is now one of a handful of film festivals of national 
significance in the UK. For information and tickets visit borderlinesfilmfestival.co.uk 
or call 01432 340555.

Visit the film festival and stay at Castle House – Bed & 

Herefordshire Breakfast for Two for one night from £150.  

The offer is based on two people sharing a double or twin 

room, includes VAT and subject to availability. Quote 

reference BBB18 when booking
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 Attend one of our events and stay the night Call to book 01432 356321

Thursday, 8th March  12pm - 3.30pm
CASTLE HOUSE CHARITY LUNCH 
WITH ACTORS JIM CARTER AND IMELDA STAUNTON 
Cricket enthusiast Jim Carter and his wife Imelda Staunton will relate tales from film and 
theatre, with a little bit of cricket thrown in, followed by some Q&As

Ticket: £45 to include Tanners Champagne Reception, two-course lunch and donation which will 

be shared between the Herefordshire Cricket Society and the Little Princess Trust charities.

Sunday, 11th March  12pm - 2pm
MOTHER’S DAY 
The special day, when you can thank the mother or grandmother in your life by treating 
them to a delicious Castle House Sunday Lunch.  

Three-course lunch: £30; Children under 12: £15

Sunday, 11th March  7pm
PRE-CHELTENHAM EVENING 
WITH PETER SCUDAMORE MBE AND HIS PANEL OF EXPERTS
Get the inside story on the runners and riders at this year’s Cheltenham Festival with 
eight-time Champion Jockey Peter Scudamore MBE and his panel of racing experts which 
will include the trainer Thomas Symonds, The Guardian’s racing correspondent Chris 
Cooke, and The Mail ’s Sam Turner and Marcus Townend.

Ticket: £35 includes two-course dinner and a glass of Wye Valley’s Butty  

Bach or wine 

Stay the night – £195 includes tickets and Bed & Breakfast for two

Racing Packages: About an hour’s drive from Castle House, the Cheltenham National 
Hunt Festival is from Tuesday, 13th to Saturday, 17th March.

Hereford Racecourse 2018 dates include: Monday, 29th January; Saturday, 10th March; 
Tuesday, 27th March; Tuesday, 16th October; Monday, 5th November; Wednesday, 28th 
November; Saturday, 15th December.

Base yourself at Castle House with Bed & Breakfast in a junior suite from £155 for two.

CASTLE 
HOUSE GIFT 

VOUCHER    
AN IDEAL 

PRESENT FOR 
MOTHER’S 

DAY
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14th March – 29th April at Hereford Cathedral
POPPIES: WEEPING WINDOW SCULPTURE

Artist, Paul Cummins, and designer, Tom Piper, bring a 
cascade of thousands of individual ceramic poppies to Hereford 
Cathedral this spring. This is part of the final year of the 14-18 
NOW’s UK-wide tour of the iconic poppies.

The Weeping Window poppy sculpture will be free and open 
to the public. A series of special events will be hosted at the 
cathedral and other venues, as part of the Herefordshire 
Homefront campaign. For more information visit  
@1418now.org.uk/commissions

Stay at Castle House with Dinner, Bed & Breakfast in a double 

room from £200 for two

Thursday, 15th March  11am - 3pm
BEE KEEPING WITH BARRY BAXTER
If you’ve ever been interested in keeping bees, but were too scared to start, then this talk 
is for you. It will be an overview of the relationship between man and insect covering 
bee-keeping, the honeybee, honey and wax production and on-going challenges. Our 
speaker has kept bees for 30 years and has 50 local colonies.

Ticket: £35 includes talk, two-course lunch and coffee  

Thursday, 29th March  10.30am - 3pm
EASTER FLOWER ARRANGING WITH 
DEBBIE COPLANS
In this workshop, Debbie will show how to make beautiful Easter arrangements for your 
home using an assortment of fresh spring f lowers.  

Ticket: £50 includes class, all materials, f lower arrangements,  

two-course lunch and coffee



 Attend one of our events and stay the night Call to book 01432 356321

APRIL

Sunday, 1st April  12pm - 2pm
EASTER SUNDAY LUNCH
A very popular and traditonal Herefordshire roast lunch with all the trimmings. Our 
Easter Egg Hunt in the garden has become something of a ‘must-do’ for children and 
many of the adults, who seem to like getting very involved too!

Three-course lunch: £30   Children under 12: £15

Our normal menu will be served on Monday Bank Holiday.

Monday, 23rd April  12pm - 2pm
ST GEORGE’S DAY & SHAKESPEARE’S 
BIRTHDAY
Celebrate England’s Patron Saint’s and The Bard’s special day with our traditional roast in 
the Castle House restaurant or Ballingham Bistro.

Two or Three-course lunch: £22.50/£28 

MAY
4th – 5th May Hereford River Carnival, River Wye in Hereford City

7th – 29th  May Bank Holidays

10th – 13th May RHS Malvern Spring Festival 

Set against the Malvern Hills, the Spring Festival is a 40 minute drive away from Castle 
House with easy parking. Show gardens from top designers and lots of gardening ideas.

24th May – 3rd June Hay Festival 2018, Hay-on-Wye, HR3 5DQ

Base yourself at Castle House and enjoy everything that the Hay Festival has to offer.  
Nobel Prize-winners and novelists, scientists and politicians, historians and musicians 
talk with audiences in a dynamic exchange of ideas. Castle House is proud to be an 
accommodation sponsor for the Hay Festival. Hay is, in Bill Clinton’s words, ‘The 
Woodstock of the mind’. Visit hayfestival.com for more information

Stay at Castle House: Bed & Breakfast from £155 in a Junior Suite
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Thursday, 17th May  11am - 3.30pm
PATTERNS ARE LETTERS
STAGE I CALLIGRAPHY CLASS WITH CAROLINE OWEN-THOMAS 
A member of the talented group, The Marches Scribes, Caroline has been studying 
calligraphy for over 20 years, and teaching for 8. This Stage I class is an introduction 
to the ancient art and will concentrate on using edged tools to make even marks and 
patterns, the very basis of calligraphy. After lunch, the process of constructing an 
alphabet using all the strokes learnt will be introduced

Stage II will be held in October, in time for the festive season and all those cards to write.

Ticket: £40 to include class and all tools, two-course lunch and coffee

J U NE
HEREFORDSHIRE DIARY DATES
9th  – 10th June The Hereford Food Festival, Hereford Racecourse, HR4 9QU

15th – 17th June Royal Three Counties Show, Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, WR13 6NW

30th June – 1st July The Shobdon Food and Flying Festival, Shobdon Airfield,  
HR6 9NR

Saturday, 16th until Sunday, 24th June
HEREFORDSHIRE WALKING FESTIVAL 
Nine days, forty-six walks and one beautiful county to explore. For more information and 
to book tickets visit walkingfestival.com  

Sunday, 17th June  12pm - 2pm
FATHER’S DAY
Time to spoil the father, grandfather, husband or man in your life and treat them to a 
hearty, three-course traditional Sunday lunch in the restaurant with all the family.

Three-course lunch: £28   Children under 12: £15 



FULL AFTERNOON TEA £16
HEREFORD CREAM TEA £6.50

Friday, 22nd June  2.30pm - 4.30pm
A VISIT TO BALLINGHAM HALL FARM 
WITH FULL AFTERNOON TEA IN THE GARDEN
For over 120 years, Ballingham Hall has been home to the Watkins family, owners of 
Castle House. A Grade II listed manor house, with a fully working farm, its kitchen 
garden grows much of the seasonal vegetables, herbs and fruit for the hotel’s menus.  

Meet at Ballingham Hall, visit the kitchen garden and meet the head gardener Colin 
Brown, who also looks after the Ballingham Hall and Castle House gardens. Stroll around 
the gardens and lake, before visiting the C13 Church of St Dubricius. Afternoon tea will 
be served in Ballingham Hall’s pretty garden or in the Hall.

Ballingham Hall, Holme Lacy, Ballingham, Hereford HR2 6NH. Approximately 8 miles 
from Hereford city. Directions are available from reception.

Ticket: £22 includes visit and full afternoon tea

J U LY
HEREFORDSHIRE DIARY DATES
6th – 8th July   Linton Music Festival, Ross-on-Wye  HR9 7RY

14th – 15th July Leominster/Hereford Kite Festival, Berrington Hall HR6 0DW

Thursday, 5th July  6.30pm
JAZZ NIGHT 
WITH THE HANNAH LOCKERMAN BAND
Back by popular request, The Hannah Lockerman Band’s wide repertoire of jazz and 
blues from such luminaries as Billie Holiday, Ray Charles, Nina Simone and Diana Krall 
pays homage to those timeless jazz legends, while delivering more modern treatments of 
their classics with the band’s unique sound.  

Ticket: £50 includes three-course dinner with cocktails and canapés on arrival and some hot jazz!

 Attend one of our events and stay the night Call to book 01432 356321



Saturday, 28th July until Saturday, 4th August
HEREFORD THREE CHOIRS FESTIVAL 
Now in its 302nd year, the Three Choirs Festival is the oldest, non-competitive classical 
music festival in the world.  It rotates, each summer, between the cathedral cities of 
Hereford, Gloucester and Worcester. It is Hereford’s turn this year, with a week-long 
programme of choral and orchestral concerts, cathedral services, solo and chamber music 
recitals, talks, theatre, exhibitions and walks. For programme details visit 3choirs.org 

Castle House will be open for lunches and festival afternoon teas.  
We recommend pre-booking to avoid disappointment.

AU GUS T
HEREFORDSHIRE DIARY DATES
Sunday, 5th August  Herefordshire Country Fair, Caradoc HR8 6GJ

Thursday, 13th September – bookings from 6.30pm to 8.30pm
SEAFOOD EVENING
One of our most popular foodie evenings. With the freshest produce, straight from 
market, our Executive Head Chef Claire Nicholls will work her usual magic to bring the 
most delicious fish to your dish. Please note that supplementary dishes may incur an extra 
charge.

Ticket: £50 includes canapés on arrival, three-course dinner and coffee 

 Attend one of our events and stay the night Call to book 01432 356321

WINTER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Tuesday 11th December 5pm to 7pm

Christmas Shopping Evening and Two-course Shopper’s Supper £25  

Wednesday 12th, Thursday, 13th and Friday, 14th December

Festive Wreathmaking Workshops with Debbie Coplans of The Hibiscus Room
£55 including all materials, two-course festive lunch and coffees 



WEDDINGS AT CASTLE HOUSE

Castle House makes the 
ideal location for an intimate 
wedding party in the heart of 
Hereford. You may like a small 
ceremony with lunch – we have 
a civil wedding licence – or 
perhaps take over the entire 
hotel for your marriage and 
reception. 

We can help you put together 
the perfect wedding itinerary 
with a tailor-made package 
with a marquee option on our 
spacious lawn, your wedding 
breakfast, and dancing with a 
band or disco. We can even help 
you with recommendations for 
f lorists, photographers, and a 
master of ceremonies.



WEDDINGS AT CASTLE HOUSE

Exclusive use includes all 24 
guestrooms and suites when 
you can accommodate up to 46 
guests. This would include all 16 
bedrooms in the main hotel and 
all 8 bedrooms in our Number 
25 Townhouse. Whichever 
option you decide, our wedding 
co-ordinator will help you 
every step of the way. Contact 
Reception on 01432 356321 for 
information.

We also have a wedding 
and special events venue at 
Ballingham Hall, just 8 miles 
outside Hereford city. Please see 
website for more information 
or contact George Watkins at 
reception.

Weddings at Ballingham Hall



1. Classic car at Castle House   

2. Afternoon Tea at Ballingham Hall   

3. Cider & Perry Tasting with Tom Oliver  

4. Sian and Michelle with Tim Lowe 

at Blowers Charity Lunch  5. Michelle, 

Blowers, Sian and Jordan  6. Paper Cutting 

with Poppy Chancellor  7. Blue Leopard   

8. Christmas Wreath-making with Debbie 

Coplans  9. December snow in the Castle 

House garden

Please note that booking is essential for all our events.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT FUTURE 
EVENTS, PLEASE COMPLETE A REGISTRATION FORM 

FROM RECEPTION, EMAIL US AT  
INFO@CASTLEHSE.CO.UK OR CALL 01432 356321

www.castlehse.co.uk
CASTLE HOUSE, CASTLE STREET, HEREFORD HR1 2NW
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