
Hereford’s only boutique hotel, with its acclaimed Castle Restaurant,  
Ballingham Bar and Bistro and waterside garden.

Calendar of Events
Spring/Summer 2017



Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321

St Valentine’s at 
Castle House
According to a recent survey, 10% of marriage proposals are 
made on 14th February, more than 2.5 million cards are sent 
in the UK and what most women want for Valentine’s Day is a 
romantic break or holiday. So...

Saturday, 11th February
Book our Valentine’s Special Offer from £270 for a Junior Suite 
including a five-course set menu dinner and full Herefordshire 
breakfast.

Tuesday, 14th February 
Valentine’s Dinner 

Five-course set menu dinner: £55

Stay the night – Five-course candlelit Valentine’s Dinner, bed and 
Herefordshire breakfast: £270 

Missed the Love Boat? You can always book our Special Treat 
package. Push the boat out for a birthday, anniversary, or just to 
remind someone you love them. Our offer includes:

• Hereford Afternoon Tea with a glass of Prosecco on arrival

• Our Tasting Menu including pre-dinner cocktail and canapés

• Full Herefordshire breakfast

£290 per room for a Junior Suite or £330 for a Castle Suite

Call us on 01432 356321 to book your special treat.
These offers are valid on the dates shown and are subject to availability. They are based on two 
people sharing a double or twin room, and including VAT. Thery cannot be used in conjunction with 
any other offer.



24th Feb to 12th March

Over 15 years, Borderlines Film 
Festival has become one of the 
largest, most popular and well-loved 
events of the Marches calendar. The 
festival takes place in a variety of 
venues across the county giving the 
opportunity to see great films before 
they go on general release.

borderlinesfilmfestival.co.uk 

 @borderlines  
#borderlines2017  
Tel. 01432 340555

Stay at Castle House and visit the 
festival. Bed and Herefordshire 
breakfast for two for one night  
from £210
The offer is based on two people sharing a double or 
twin room, includes VAT and is subject to availability.  

Wednesday, 8th March   
11.00am until 3pm

Speaking in Public
Workshop with accredited 
public speaking coach, NLP 
practitioner and drama 
teacher, Lesley Lear.

We all have to 
speak in public 
from time to time 
but most of us 
hate the idea, and 
try to avoid it if 

possible. The good news is that, with 
thorough preparation and practise, 
you can overcome your nervousness 
and perform exceptionally well. This 
workshop will demonstrate how you 
can become a confident, successful 
and interesting public speaker, able 
to stand and deliver, whatever the 
audience!

Ticket: £35 including workshop, two-
course lunch and coffee

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321

Lady Macbeth



Sunday, 12th March 7pm

Pre-Cheltenham 
Evening 
with Peter Scudamore MBE 
and his panel of experts

Runners and riders at this year’s 
Cheltenham Festival will be dis-
cussed and debated with eight-time 
Champion Jockey Peter Scudamore 
and his panel of experts, including 
Champion Jockey Tom Scudamore, 
trainers Michael Scudamore and 
Tom Symonds, as well as The Mail’s 
Sam Turner and Marcus Townend.

Ticket: £35 including two-
course dinner and a glass of 
Wye Valley’s Butty Bach or 
wine 

Cheltenham Festival Offer
Base yourself at Castle House over the 
Festival (Tuesday, 14th to Friday, 17th 
March). Dinner, bed and breakfast in 
a junior suite from £245 per night or 
three nights £700.
Hereford Racecourse 2017 dates include: 
Saturday, 11th March; Sunday, 26th March; 
Tuesday, 17th October; Tuesday, 14th 
November; Wednesday, 29th November; 
Saturday, 16th December.

Sunday, 26th March  12pm to 2pm  

Mother’s Day 
One of our favourite special days 
when you can treat the mother 
or grandmother in your life to a 
delicious Sunday lunch cooked by 
Executive head chef Claire Nicholls 
and her team.  

Three-course lunch: £30  
Children under 12: £15 

Wednesday, 12th April 
10am to 3pm

Flower Arranging 
Workshop 
with Debbie Coplans of The 
Hibiscus Room

Meet at Castle House for coffee 
at 10.00 after which we will walk to 
The Pavilion on nearby Castle Green.  
Debbie will show you how to make 
beautiful Easter arrangements using 
fresh, Spring flowers. We will return 
to Castle House at 1.30pm for lunch.

Ticket: £50 including class, all materials, 
f lower arrangements, two-course lunch 
and coffee

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321



Sunday, 16th April 12pm to 2pm

Easter Sunday
A very popular tradional lunch with 
delicious Herefordshire roast and 
all the trimmings. Our traditional 
egg treasure hunt in the garden has 
become something of a ‘must-do’ 
with adults and children alike.

Three-course lunch: £30 
Children under 12: £15

Our normal menu will be served on 
Monday Bank Holiday

Sunday, 23rd April 12pm to 2pm

St George’s Day 
and Shakespeare’s 
Day 
Celebrate England’s Patron Saint’s 
and The Bard’s special day with 
a delicious traditional roast and 
pudding in the Castle House 
Restaurant or Ballingham Bistro.

Three-course lunch: £28
Children under 12: £15

Wednesday, 26th April  
10.30am to 3.30pm

Spring Visit to The 
Laskett Gardens

A Private Visit to 
Sir Roy Strong’s 
CH beautiful 
Laskett Gardens, 
followed by 
lunch at Castle 

House. Join up with some friends 
and meet at 10.15 in The Laskett 
Gardens car park, just off the A49 
at Much Birch, Herefordshire HR2  
8HZ. The car park is on the right 
before the gardens’ entrance. An 
audio guide and detailed map will be 
provided and the shop will be open 
to purchase signed books, plants 
and other exclusive mementos. We 
depart the gardens at 12.30 and 
return to Castle House for lunch.  
NB: The Laskett Gardens is a private property and 
welcomes visitors who come at their own risk.

Private visit, two-course lunch and 
coffee: £35 includes a donation to 
the Perennial Charity, the Gardeners 
Royal Benevolent Society. For more 
information visit www.perennial.org.uk

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321



Wednesday, 3rd May  5.30pm

Rory Bremner at 
The Courtyard, 
Hereford
Britain’s best-known satirical 
impressionist is currently touring the 
UK! With Trump, Boris and Brexit 
on our minds, Rory’s on a mission to 
make sense (and nonsense) of it all. 
He will be joined by special surprise 
guests: some politicians, some 
comedians. Come and work out 
which is which!

Stay at Castle House, have an early 
evening supper with us followed by the 
Rory Bremner show at The Courtyard, 
Bed and full Herefordshire breakfast 
£290 for two (price includes reserved 
seating in a box)

Thursday, 11th May  11am - 3.30pm

Artist Workshop 
with Kate Moby

Kate Moby is a designer whose hand 
drawn, nature-focused illustrations 
on homeware, stationery and gifts  
have been featured in many pub-
lications including The Guardian and 

Country Homes Magazine and are 
available from independent stockists. 
Her designs are created using 
bamboo grown in her Herefordshire 
studio garden, which is formed into 
dip pens and used with pots of ink. 
Kate is also a talented photographer 
and graphic designer whose clients 
include the BBC and Cartier. 

Learn how to carve your own 
bamboo dip pen, with all the tools 
and guidance needed. We will be 
photographing nature in the hotel’s 
garden, selecting our favourite 
photos and drawing from them, 
using your freshly-crafted pen and 
ink. Combining ancient and modern 
techniques, this inspiring and creative 
workshop will cover technique, 
composition, and how to use the 
latest editing apps.

Ticket: £40 including two-course lunch 
with coffee

11th to 14th May

RHS Malvern 
Spring Festival 
Stay at Castle House during the 
Festival. Contact reception for 
details of our special offers.

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321



Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321

25th May - 4th June 

Hay Festival 2017– 
30th Anniversary 
Year
The Hay Festival was founded 
around a kitchen table in 1987 
and continues to attract the 
most exciting writers, filmmakers, 
comedians, politicians and musicians 
to debate, inspire, delight and 
entertain. 

Base yourself at Castle House 
and enjoy everything that the 
Hay Festival has to offer - great 
writing from poets, scientists, 
lyricists, comedians, novelists 
and environmentalists all offering 
stories, ideas, laughter and music 
over 10 days. Festival Director Peter 
Florence says: “We believe the 
exchange of views and meeting of 
minds that our festivals create inspire 
revelations personal, political and 
educational. Hay is, in Bill Clinton’s 
words, ‘The Woodstock of the 
mind’.”

Thursday, June 8th  7pm

Fresh and Smoked 
Fish Dinner
Executive head chef Claire Nicholls 
and her team, together with the 
Severn & Wye Smokery, have 
created a delicious menu for this 
evening. Situated on the edge of the 
Royal Forest of Dean, between two 
of England’s most celebrated salmon 
rivers, the company continues the 
old fashioned art and practice of 
‘smoking’ only the highest quality fish 
and meat. Its two flagship products 
are smoked wild salmon and smoked 
eel, but the business has grown to 
produce a full range of smoked fish 
products, which it distributes to top 
restaurants and outlets across the 
UK and the world.  Find out about 
their campaign in support of the 
British Sustainable Eel at  
www.severnandwye.co.uk

Three-course dinner, glass of Prosecco 
and canapés on arrival: £40
Please note that certain dishes may incur a 
supplement.



17th to 25th June

Herefordshire 
Walking Festival 
Nine days, forty-six walks and one 
beautiful county to explore….

For more information and to book 
tickets visit www.walkingfestival.com  

Sunday, 18th June  12pm - 2pm

Father’s Day
Time to spoil the father, grandfather 
or husband in your life and invite 
him to a delicious three-course 
traditional Sunday lunch in the 
restaurant, with all the trimmings.

Three-course lunch: £28  
Children under 12: £15 

Friday, 23rd June  2.30pm - 4.30pm

A Visit to 
Ballingham Hall 
with Afternoon Tea 

For over 120 years Ballingham Hall 
has been home to the Watkins 
family, owners of Castle House. A 
Grade II listed sandstone manor 
house with a fully working farm, the 
Hall’s kitchen garden grows much of 
the seasonal vegetables, herbs and 
fruit for the hotel’s menus.

Meet at Ballingham Hall, where 
you will be welcomed by George 
Watkins who will take you on a tour 
of the farm. You will meet Colin 
Brown, the gardener who looks 
after the Kitchen Garden, as well 
as Castle House’s pretty terraced 

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321

Castle House’s City Walks

We have created two circular 
city walks, both of which have 
historical information and maps 
and take just under an hour. 
Please ask for a copy at reception. 
Alternatively, The Guild of Guides 
conducts daily guided city walks 
from Saturday, 6th May until 
end of October. No booking 
is required, just turn up at the 
north porch of the Cathedral at 
11.30am on weekdays and 2.30pm 
on Sundays. £4 per adult, £1 for 
accompanied children aged 6-12.



garden. We will have a stroll around 
the lake before visiting the Grade 
II listed Church of St Dubricius, 
which dates from the 13th and 
14th centuries and was restored in 
1885. Afternoon tea will be served 
in Ballingham Hall’s pretty garden, 
weather permitting, or in the house.
Address: Ballingham Hall, Holme 
Lacy, Ballingham, Hereford HR2 6NH  
Approximately 8 miles from Hereford city. 
Directions are available from reception.

Ticket: £20 including visit and 
afternoon tea

Thursday, 29th June  7pm

An Evening with 
the British Explorer 
and Adventurer 
Tim Oakley 
The British adventurer Tim Oakley 
and his three-man team recently 
retraced Norwegian explorer Roald 
Amundsen’s 1905 dogsled journey, 
travelling 1,100 kilometres from 
Hershel Island, 5km off the coast 
of the Yukon to Eagle, Alaska. Tim, 
who has completed many other 

exciting expeditions, joins us tonight 
to relate just what inspired him to 
do it and how his three-man, 22-dog 
team endured six weeks of extreme 
terrain and frigid temperatures 
to successfully recreate the trip 
Amundsen achieved 111 years ago. 
(Tim has donated his fee tonight to 
the Royal Geographical Society, of 
which he is a Fellow.)

Ticket: £45 including talk, presentation, 
two-course dinner and coffee

Thursday, July 13th  6.30pm

Jazz Night with 
The Kim Cypher 
Quartet
Kim Cypher is gifted saxophonist 
with an unique ‘funky’ style and also 
an accomplished jazz vocalist and 
composer. Described as “One of the 
most exciting jazz musicians in the 
South West”, Kim regularly appears 
on national TV and radio. In addition 
to Dancin’ Easy, her successful party 
band of 20 years, Kim leads her own 
jazz quartet, The Kim Cypher Quartet, 
which includes her husband Mike 

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321



on drums, and performs with many 
other bands and recordings as a 
session musician. Her debut album, 
Make Believe, has just been released, 
to great acclaim.
www.kimcypher.co.uk

Ticket: £45 including three-course 
dinner with cocktail and canapés on 
arrival

Thursday, 17th August  7pm

The Joy and 
Pleasure of Cider 
with Food 
with Tom Oliver – The 
Herefordian Cider 
Ambassador

Cider and Perry is Herefordshire’s 
liquid gold, so meet Midas: Tom 
Oliver is the Master Cidermaker at 
Oliver’s Cider and Perry in Ocle 
Pychard, Herefordshire. When he’s 
not on the road, tour managing The 
Proclaimers, or sharing his unique 

“minimal intervention wild yeast” 
cider making style across Europe 
and America, Tom is making his 
award-winning cider and perry on 
his Herefordshire farm.

Tom and Claire Nicholls, Castle 
House’s Executive head chef, 
have joined up to create tonight’s 
Herefordshire menu that shows the 
incredible versatility of cider and 
perry with a selection of delicious 
dishes.

Find out what Fera at Claridges, 
Lyles and The Marksman in London 
already know. Cider and perry are 
very fine drinks and in the kitchen, 
their chefs delight in marinating, 
cooking with, creating sauces from 
and dipping in vinegars.

Ticket: £45 including cider & perry 
tasting, three-course Herefordshire 
dinner and coffee

 

Full Afternoon Tea £15 
Hereford Cream Tea £6



We were very happy to 
be included in 20 of the 
most Charming UK City 
Hotels by The Good Hotel 
Guide 2017 and featured in USA Today, America’s 

leading newspaper and website. For full story visit www.usatoday.
com/story/travel/hotels/2017/01/05/british-city-hotels/

We have another wedding and special events 
venue at Ballingham Hall which is 8 miles 
outside Hereford city. 
Please see website for more information or contact George 
Watkins at Castle House Reception 01432 356321.

We are open to 
non-residents 
every day...

Winter Dates for your diary: 
Tuesday 12th December  5pm to 7pm
Christmas Shopping Evening and Two-course Shopper’s 
Supper £25  

Wednesday 13th, Thursday 14th and Friday 15th December  
10.30 until 3pm
Festive Wreathmaking Workshops with Debbie Coplans 
of The Hibiscus Room

Workshop: £55 including all materials, two-course festive 
lunch and coffees



1. George Watkins with The Hannah Lockerman 
Jazz Band  2. General Manager Michelle Marriott-
Lodge, Guy Cliffe of Louis Roederer, Tanners’ Paul 
Heading  3. Becky and Adie Watts, Louis Roederer 
Champagne evening  4. Steady pouring by 
Restaurant Manager Sian Davidson  5. Larry Lamb, 
Francine Stock, George Watkins at our annual 
charity lunch in aid of The Haven  6. Larry Lamb 
and Executive Head Chef Claire Nicholls  7. Karen 
Van Hoff,  jewellery designer  8. Debbie Coplans 
(left) and class taking time out of Christmas 
wreath-making  9. ‘Highland Bull’ by Mark Jenkins, 
Artist in Residence in the Ballingham Bar and Bistro.

Please note that booking is essential for all our events.
If you would like to hear about future events, please 

complete a registration form from Reception, 
email us at info@castlehse.co.uk or call 01432 356321

www.castlehse.co.uk
Castle House, Castle Street, Hereford HR1 2NW
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