
Hereford’s only boutique hotel, with its two rosette Castle Restaurant,  
Ballingham Bar and Bistro and waterside garden.

Calendar of Events
Spring/Summer 2016



Friday, 12th, Saturday, 13th and 
Sunday, 14th February 

St Valentine’s Weekend 
(and remember girls, it’s a Leap Year!)

Glass of Champagne and canapés 
before a five-course candlelit dinner 
in our two rosette restaurant. In the 
morning, tuck into one of our famous 
full Hereford Breakfasts.

Stay Saturday 13th or Sunday 14th 
February 2016 from £250 for two in a 
Junior Suite including a five-course set 
menu dinner and full English breakfast.

Stay Friday, 12th February 2016 from 
£240 for two in a Junior Suite and 
including a three-course à la carte dinner 
and full Hereford breakfast.

Five-course dinner only on Sunday 14th 
February: £53 per person
This offer is valid on the dates shown and is subject to 
availability. It is based on two people sharing a double 
or twin room, and includes VAT. It cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer.

Sunday, 6th March  12pm to 2pm

Mother’s Day   
Mother’s Day is always a special 
occasion when you can treat the 
mother or grandmother in your life to a 
day off and spoil her with our delicious 
three-course, traditional Sunday lunch.

Three-course lunch: £30 
Children under 12: £15

Friday, 11th March  
11.30am to 3pm

Lunch with Chris 
Beardshaw
Celebrated horticulturalist and 
TV presenter

Plantsman, designer and broadcaster 
Chris Beardshaw has over 25 years’ 
experience in the horticultural world. 
He is something of a polymath as he 
combines roles as a lecturer, designer, 
consultant, television presenter, BBC 
Radio 4 panelist and author. 

Chris will be talking about his latest 
book 100 Plants That Almost Changed 
The World.

Talk and Lunch: £40.  
Chris will be signing copies of his book 
which is available at the special price  
of £9. 
A donation from today’s event and raffle will 
go to Herefordshire’s Growing Point charity

Sunday, 13th March  7pm

Peter Scudamore’s  
Pre-Cheltenham  
Festival Evening
Highlight of the Jump season, the 
Cheltenham Festival epitomises 
everything that is great about Jump 
Racing while delivering the finest 

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321Chris Beardshaw



horses, jockeys and trainers. This year’s 
Cheltenham Festival Preview Evening 
with Peter Scudamore mbe will include 
The Mail’s top tipster Sam Turner, local 
trainer Tom Symonds and others from 
the world of racing. Chaired by Peter 
Scudamore, the panel will provide 
the very hottest news and up to the 
minute tips on the National Hunt 
Festival’s runners and riders, and answer 
questions from the floor. There will be a 
raffle on the night with proceeds going 
to the Injured Jockey Fund.

Ticket: £35 includes a glass of Butty 
Bach or House wine on arrival and two-
course roast Herefordshire beef dinner 
(vegetarian option available)

Wednesday, 23rd March 
10.30am to 3pm 

Easter Spring Flower Table 
Arrangement Workshop
with Debbie Coplans, owner of 
The Hibiscus Room

Ticket: £50 includes class, all materials, 
flower arrangement, two-course lunch 
and coffee

Sunday, 27th March 12pm to 2pm 

Easter Sunday
Like Christmas, Easter Sunday is 
very much a family occasion and our 

traditional Sunday lunch, with all the 
trimmings, is always popular. Even 
more prized is our hunt for chocolate 
treasure in the garden which is usually 
for the children but grown-ups are 
allowed!

Three-course lunch: £30 
Children under 12: £15
Normal seasonal lunch will be served on 
Monday Bank Holiday

Tuesday, 19th April 
10.30am to 3.30pm

Private Tour of  
Sir Roy Strong’s  
The Laskett Gardens
Firstly, congratulations to Sir Roy 
on being made one of the Queen’s 
Companions of Honour for his 
outstanding contribution to British 
cultural life. We are pleased to be able 
to offer another Private Visit to The 
Laskett Gardens this Spring, followed 
by a two-course lunch at Castle House.

Join up with a group of friends and 
meet at 10.15am at The Laskett 
Gardens which are just off the A49 
at Much Birch HR2 8HZ. Parking is 
available opposite the gardens. A state-
of-the-art audio guide and a detailed 
map will be provided, and the gardens’ 
shop will be open to purchase plants, 
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signed books and exclusive mementos. 
We leave at 12.30 for lunch at Castle 
House.
NB: As it is a private property, The Laskett Gardens 
welcomes visitors who come at their own risk.

Private Visit and two-course lunch at 
Castle House: £35

Stay the night with Dinner, Bed and full 
Hereford Breakfast, Garden Visit and 
Lunch for two people sharing a room from 
£295

Thursday, 21st April 12pm

Royal Birthday Lunch 
to celebrate Her Majesty the 
Queen’s (actual) 90th Birthday

We celebrate Her Majesty the 
Queen’s 90th birthday with a special 
Royal Birthday Lunch created by our 
Executive Head Chef Claire Nicholls 
and Head Chef Gabor Katona.

Royal Birthday Lunch £35

Throughout the week we shall be offering 
a special Royal Tea with a glass of 
Champagne: £25 per person. Booking for 
this is essential. 3pm to 5.30pm

Saturday, 23rd April  12pm to 2pm 

St. George’s Day
Venerated in many countries, St 
George is the Patron Saint of Aragon, 
Catalonia, Georgia, Lithuania, Palestine, 

Portugal, Germany, Greece and of 
Moscow, Istanbul, Genoa and Venice 
(after St Mark); also of soldiers, cavalry 
and chivalry; of farmers and field 
workers; of boy scouts and butchers; of 
horses, riders, saddlers and archers.

As the Patron Saint of England, we 
honour him today with a traditional, 
roast Herefordshire beef and Yorkshire 
pudding lunch. Vegetarian option is 
available.

Two-course lunch: £25 
Three-course: £30

Thursday, 12th May from 7pm

The Quintessential Tastes 
of Herefordshire 
We know that our guests are always 
really pleased to find that they can order 
a Tasting Menu created by our Head 
Chef. Tonight’s five-course Tasting Menu 
offers the very best Herefordshire 
ingredients, some from our own farm, 
which have all been freshly cooked by 
Executive Head Chef Claire Nicholls, 
Head Chef Gabor Katona and the team. 
We have a number of excellent wine 
suggestions to complement tonight’s 
courses, some of which have been 
grown here in Herefordshire.

Five-course Tasting Dinner including 
canapés on arrival: £50 
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Wednesday, 18th May  
10.30am to 3.30pm 

Drawing Workshop with 
artist Minter-Kemp
Minter-Kemp (aka Claire Dickins) 
has been a professional artist for 20 
years. She is unusually versatile and 
can turn her hand to sculpture and 
portrait painting as well as producing 
witty drawings for greetings cards 
and framed prints. There is an 
undercurrent of gentle humour running 
throughout her work, underscored by 
a technical excellence in drawing and 
draughtsmanship.

Claire is married to her publisher Tom 
Dickins. She has a studio at Old Stone 
House in Ludlow and a gallery at The 
Assembly Rooms, Castle Street SY8 
1AS on the main square in Ludlow. All 
abilities welcome and materials will be 
provided.

Ticket: £40 includes all materials, class, 
two-course lunch and coffees

26th May to 5th June

Hay Festival 2016
Make Castle House your base and 
enjoy stories, ideas, laughter and 
music for over 10 days.

For 29 years Hay Festival has brought 
together writers from around the 

world to debate and share stories in 
the beauty of the Welsh Borders. Hay 
celebrates great writing from poets 
and scientists, lyricists and comedians, 
novelists and environmentalists, and the 
power of great ideas to transform our 
way of thinking. Hay is, in Bill Clinton’s 
phrase, ‘The Woodstock of the mind’.

Box Office 01497 822629 
www.hayfestival.com

Thursday, 16th June  7pm

An Evening with the 
legendary Nicholas 
Parsons cbe 
Nicholas Parsons began his career as a 
serious actor and was in repertory for 
two years, concentrating on comedy. 
He moved to solo cabaret work in the 
1950s and became a stand-up comedian 
at The Windmill Theatre. His first major 
success on television was as the straight 
man to Arthur Haynes in the famous 
partnership which included Swing 
Along, a season in 1963 at the London 
Palladium. He also worked as a straight 
man with Benny Hill for three years, and 
starred in West End comedies Boeing 
Boeing and Say Who You Are, as well as 
musicals and revues including Stephen 
Sondheim’s Into the Woods and The 
Rocky Horror Show.
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Nicholas has chaired the world-famous 
BBC radio programme Just a Minute for 
over 40 years. He works regularly for a 
number of children’s charities and is ex-
President of The Lord’s Taverners.

He was awarded an OBE in 2004 in 
recognition of his services to drama and 
broadcasting and promoted to CBE in 
2014 for his charitable work.

Two-course dinner: £60

Nicholas will be signing copies of his 
book Welcome to… Just a Minute! 
available at a special price of £9 

Sunday, 19th June  12pm to 2pm

Father’s Day
Treat your father, grandfather or 
husband to a delicious three-course 
Sunday lunch with all the trimmings.

Three-course lunch: £28 
Children under 12: £14

Thursday, 30th June  7pm

Fresh Fish & Seafood 
Evening
A great favourite so early booking 
is advisable. Executive Head Chef 
Claire Nicholls creates a three-course 
dinner with the freshest fish and 
seafood straight from the market. As 
usual, the fishmonger may bring some 
surprise extras so please note that 

supplementary dishes may incur an 
extra charge.

Three-course dinner, glass of Prosecco and 
canapés on arrival: £40

Thursday, 14th July  6.30pm

Jazz Night 
with The Hannah Lockerman Band

We welcome for the first time The 
Hannah Lockerman Band, with 
its repertoire of jazz and blues 
classics from such luminaries as Billie 
Holiday, Ray Charles and Diana Krall. 
Indisputably, Hannah has a voice 
beyond her years and tonight she 
is accompanied by Roy Johnson on 
saxophone, Richie Lund on drums, 
Peter Cabara on bass and Stuart 
Goodhew on keyboard.

Three-course dinner, cocktail and canapés 
on arrival: £45 

Full details to be announced

Louis Roederer 
Champagne Dinner
In September, we will be hosting a 
fabulous Louis Roederer Champagne 
Dinner, in conjunction with Tanners 
Wine Merchants. Louis Roederer’s 
Guy Cliffe will talk about the 
Champagnes produced by one of 
the last independent and family-run 
Champagne Houses, founded in 1776. 

Attend one of our events and stay the night.        For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321
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Dates for the diary:
Tuesday, 13th December from 5pm
Christmas Shopping & Supper Evening 

Shopper’s Supper from 5.30 to 7pm: £23

Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th 
December 10.30am to 3.30pm
Festive Wreath-making and/or Garland 
Classes with Debbie Coplans of The 
Hibiscus Room

Out of her 10 Best UK 
Hotels for 2016, Castle 
House was very proud 
to be nominated ‘Most 
Memorable Stay’ by the 
Sunday Telegraph’s Hotel 
Guru, Fiona Duncan!

Castle House’s Royal Cocktail Recipe
Inspired by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II’s 
alleged favourite tipple 
Dubonnet, we have 
combined a shot of this 
classic French aperitif 
with Champagne, added 
a little twist of orange 
to create La Reine XC, 
a delicious celebratory 
cocktail to mark the 
Queen’s 90th birthday.

We are open to non-residents every day for 
breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea and dinner 
with the exception of Christmas Day. The 
Ballingham Bar and Bistro is open from 
7am until 11pm. We have a pretty, terraced 
garden behind the hotel which leads down to 
the old Hereford Castle moat and is perfect 
for al fresco dining or somewhere to have a 
cappuccino or cocktail with friends. 

We are always happy to discuss organising 
private parties, celebrations, intimate 
weddings and we are licensed for civil 
ceremonies. Our garden can accommodate 
a good size marquee for larger parties 
and provides the perfect backdrop for 
photographs. Our professional team will be 
happy to advise and discuss all the various 
event options. Please call Reception 01432 
356321.

Our quarterly prize draw to win Dinner, 
Bed and Breakfast at Castle House, 
which is open to everyone who is on 
our database, was won by Julie Gittoes. 
Congratulations Julie!

Become a Friend on Facebook and 
receive all the breaking news about 
our special offers, events and wines of 
the month.



1. George in the farm’s Kitchen Garden   
2. Karen and Rupert Birch with winemaker 
Paul Old from Les Clos Perdus, France   
3. Fresh crab from Favis, Salcombe  4. Haven 
Lunch - Linda Bennett and Francine Stock  
5. Michelle Marriott-Lodge and Norma 
Boddington  6. Sian Gardiner, Restaurant 
Manager  7. Sir Roy Strong joins the garden 
party at lunch  8. Peter Scudamore MBE and 
2015 panel  9. Becks Watkins leaves Castle 
House to marry at Ballingham Hall

Please note that booking is essential for all our events.
If you would like to hear about future events, please  

complete a registration form from Reception,  
email us at info@castlehse.co.uk or call 01432 356321

www.castlehse.co.uk
Castle House, Castle Street, Hereford HR1 2NW
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