
Calendar 
of Events
Spring/Summer 2015



Friday, 13th February and  
Saturday, 14th February

Romantic Valentines
Treat your loved one to a luxurious 
stay with fresh fruit, flowers and 
Champagne on ice in your room, 
dinner and full English breakfast 
this Valentine’s weekend.

Valentine’s Weekend 
Friday, 13th and Saturday, 14th 
February 2015 
From £475 per room for a two night stay 
including Valentine’s five-course dinner 
and Champagne on Saturday, 14th 
February and three-course à la carte 
dinner on Friday, 13th February.

Saturday, 14th February
From £250 per room for the best room 
available and including Champagne in 
your room on arrival and five-course 
candlelit Valentine’s dinner in the 
restaurant or bitsro.

Sunday, 8th March 7pm

Peter Scudamore’s 
Pre-Cheltenham 
Festival Evening
This year’s Cheltenham Festival Preview 
evening will include Top Tipster Sam 
Turner (aka Robin Goodfellow) and 
Racing Correspondent Marcus Townend, 
who both write for the Daily Mail and 

Mail Online, as well as top jockeys Tom 
Scudamore and Aidan Coleman. Chaired 
by Peter Scudamore mbe, the panel will 
provide punters with the very hottest 
news and up-to-the minute tips on the 
National Hunt Festival’s runners and 
riders.

Ticket: £35 including a glass of Butty Bach 
or house wine on arrival and two-course 
dinner

Sunday, 15th March 12pm to 2pm

Lunch for All Mothers
Mother’s Day is always a special occasion 
when you can treat the mother or 
grandmother in your life to a day off and 
spoil her with our delicious three-course, 
traditional Sunday Lunch.

Three-course lunch: £28  
Children under 12: £14

Thursday, 19th March 7pm

Fresh Fish & Seafood 
Evening 
A great favourite at Castle House so 
early booking is advisable. Head Chef 
Gabor Katona creates a three-course 
dinner with the freshest fish and seafood 
straight from the market. Some dishes 
may include a supplement.

Ticket: £35 including canapés, a glass of 
Prosecco and three-course dinner

Attend one of our events and stay the night.    For details of packages contact Reception 01432 356321



Thursday, 2nd April 10.30am–3pm

Easter Spring Flower 
Table Arrangement 
Workshop 
with Debbie Coplans 

Debbie Coplans, who owns the highly 
creative Hibiscus Room in Hereford, 
is Castle House’s in-house florist. Her 
flower-arranging workshops are always 
extremely popular, full of innovative 
ideas and a wealth of florist’s tips. Using 
the freshest spring flowers, she will show 
you how to make a beautiful and lasting 
table arrangement for Easter.

Ticket: £45 including the workshop, all 
materials, flower arrangement, two-course 
lunch and coffee

Sunday, 5th April  12pm to 2pm

Easter Sunday 
Like Christmas, Easter Sunday is very 
much a family occasion and Castle 
House’s traditional Sunday lunch, with 
all the trimmings, is always popular. Even 
more prized is our chocolate egg hunt 
in the garden – especially by the grown 
ups!

Three-course lunch: £28  
Children under 12: £14

Normal seasonal lunch will be served on 
Monday Bank Holiday

Thursday, 16th April 7pm

Relish: My Life on a Plate
An Evening with Prue Leith 

As a cook, restaurateur, food writer 
and businesswoman, Prue Leith has 
played a key role in the revolution of 
Britain’s eating habits since the Sixties, 
and is now on the panel of Great British 
Menu. In 1995, having published twelve 
cookbooks, she gave up writing about 
food to concentrate on fiction and has 
written several novels.

This evening, Prue will talk about her 
book Relish: My Life on a Plate which 
details her extraordinary life and career, 
with humour and honesty. 

Ticket: £40 includes a signed copy of Prue’s 
book, canapés, a glass of Prosecco and 
two-course dinner

Thursday, 23rd April 12pm–2pm

St. George’s Day
Saint George is venerated in a number 
of countries and is the patron saint of 
Aragon, Catalonia, Georgia, Lithuania, 
Palestine, Portugal, Germany, Greece; 
and of Moscow, Istanbul, Genoa and 
Venice (after St. Mark). He is patron 
saint of archers, soldiers, cavalry and 
chivalry; of farmers and field workers, 
boy scouts and butchers; of horses, 
riders and saddlers; and sufferers from 
leprosy, plague and syphilis.

As the Patron Saint of England we 
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honour him today with traditional  
Herefordshire beef (vegetarian option 
included).

Two-course lunch: £24  
Three courses: £29

Tuesday, 28th April 10.15am–3.30pm

Private visit to Sir Roy 
Strong’s The Laskett 
Gardens
We are pleased to offer a private visit 
to Sir Roy Strong’s The Laskett Gardens 
this Spring, followed by a two-course 
lunch at Castle House.

Join up with a group of friends and meet 
at 10.15am at The Laskett Gardens 
which are just off the A49 at Much Birch 
HR2 8HZ. Parking is available opposite 
the gardens. An audio guide and a 
detailed map will be available at no extra 
cost and the gardens’ shop will be open 
to purchase plants, signed books and 
exclusive mementos of these historic 
gardens. At 12.30 we will return to 
Castle House for a two-course lunch and 
discussion. NB: As it is a private property, 
The Laskett Gardens welcomes visitors who 
come at their own risk.

Ticket: £30 including private visit and two-
course lunch at Castle House 

Stay the night with bed and full English 
breakfast, garden visit and lunch for £150

Friday, 8th May from 7pm

The Taste of 
Herefordshire 
Fashions come and go and many 
restaurants have done away with 
their Tasting Menus. At Castle House 
however, we have found that our 
customers are really pleased to discover 
that this is something that continues to 
be on offer. Tonight’s five-course tasting 
dinner offers some of the very best 
Herefordshire ingredients, all freshly-
cooked by Claire Nicholls, Gabor Katona 
and the team.

Ticket: £45 including canapés, glass of 
Prosecco and a five-course Tasting Dinner

Thursday, 14th May 10.30am–3.30pm

Illustration Class 
with artist and teacher Kim Dalziel 

Learn how to draw a pen and ink 
illustration or caricature with artist and 
illustrator Kim Dalziel. An artist since 
1985, Kim lives in Herefordshire and 
has taught illustration at the London 
School of Fashion, Hereford Art College 
and Bath Spa University. Commissions 
include drawings for Harper’s & Queen 
and Marie Claire and for the food critic 
Nicholas Lander and his wife, the wine 
critic and journalist Jancis Robinson obe. 
She has also worked with hotels and 
restaurants including designing a menu 
for Jean-Christophe Novelli, Albert Roux 
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obe and Gary Rhodes obe. Kim was the 
illustrator for the pop up book Fashion 
Through the Ages and for a while she 
was Harrods’ in-house illustrator. We 
recently commissioned Kim to produce 
the illustration for our own Ballingham 
Bar and Bistro (right).

All materials will be provided but you 
may wish to bring a photograph (eg. 
of your dog, cat, horse, child) or other 
reference material.

Ticket: £35 including all materials, class, 
two-course lunch and coffee

Thursday, 18th June 11am–3.30pm

Unwrapping 
Chocolate 
with Laurence Trackman 

The UK consumes 660,000 tons of it 
every year. Bad chocolate is very bad 
for you, good chocolate is very good for 
you. So, how do you tell the difference? 
Laurence Trackman traces the history 
of chocolate from the Aztecs to the 
modern day and the rise in popularity for 
camel chocolate! 

Talk followed by lunch and chocolate 
tasting plus a special chocolate pudding 
made by our pastry chef, Aya Aoki.

Ticket: £40 including talk, two-course lunch 
and chocolate tasting, as well as a box of 
Connoiseur Chocolates and accompanying 
history booklet worth £20

Sunday, 21st June 12pm to 2pm

Father’s Day 
Treat your father, grandfather or 
husband to a delicious three-course 
Sunday lunch here at Castle House. The 
menu includes a traditional roast with all 
the trimmings.

Three-course lunch: £26  
Children under 12: £14

Friday, 10th July from 6.30pm

Jazz & Blues Evening 
with cocktails and dinner 

Tonight we welcome and look forward 
to hearing the sounds of The Box 
Band, its first time at Castle House. 
Musically extremely versatile, the band 
has a repertoire that consists of a 
veritable feast of world music from Pan-
Celtic, Eastern European and American 
folk music, the blues and, of course, jazz.

Featuring four very talented musicians 
from notable bands such as Whiskey 
River, The Blue Horses, Baton Rouge, 
The Midland Aces, The Swamp Devils, 
Eos (aka Bethan Nia & Emily Grainger), 
Jelly Roll Jones, The Bucket Band, 
The Bourbon Boys and The Howling 
Sleepers. Expect an eclectic range of 
jazz, expertly played on a selection of 
wonderful ‘musical boxes’.

Ticket: £45 including a cocktail and 
canapés on arrival and a three-course 
dinner
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Some dates for 
the diary:
Sunday, 1st March: Garnons 
SHH Point-to-Point   
A great day out for all the family 
and Castle House is proud to 
be one of the sponsors. There 
is always a number of exciting 
races with talented amateur 
jockeys. This year, even the 
High Sheriff of Herefordshire, 
Major Patrick Darling, will be 
participating in one of the races 
to raise money for local charities. 
You can donate on line to his 
charity mydonate.bt.com/events/
sherifffund. For more information 
visit pointtopoint.co.uk

23rd March to 30th  
September 2015
Magna Carta: Icon of 
Justice - Pledge of Freedom 
exhibition at Hereford Cathedral.

Thursday, 21st to Sunday,  
31st May: 
Hay Festival of Literature 
and the Arts 
Now in its 27th year, this year’s 
speakers include such luminaries 
as Stephen Fry, Michael 
Morpurgo, Jacqueline Wilson, 
Antony Beevor, Peter and Dan 
Snow and Germaine Greer and 

that’s just for starters! Many 
more will be participating so visit 
hayfestival.com or call 01497 822 
629.

Saturday, 25th July to  
Saturday, 1st August 2015: 
Three Choirs Festival 
Since 1715, the three cities 
of Hereford, Gloucester and 
Worcester have annually hosted 
the Three Choirs Festival in 
rotation, interrupted only by 
two world wars. As per usual, 
this year there will be large-scale 
choral and orchestral concerts 
performed by the Three 
Choirs Festival Chorus, the 
world-renowned Philharmonia 
Orchestra and an international 
galaxy of soloists. Highlights 
include Elgar’s, The Dream of 
Gerontius, Wagner’s Prelude 
and Liebestod from Tristan and 
Isolde, Arthur Bliss’s Morning 
Heroes, Verdi’s Requiem and the 
hundreds-strong Herefordshire 
community choir of The 
Gathering Wave. For more 
information visit 3choirs.org or 
call the box office on 08456 
521823.
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Saturday, 29th, Sunday, 30th and 
Monday, 31st August: Flavours 
of Herefordshire Festival 
on Castle Green. Go to 
visitherefordshire.co.uk for more 
information.

During the Flavours Festival, pop 
into Castle House, meet the 
team and have a look around 
the hotel. During the day, our 
head chef Claire Nicholls will be 
preparing some tasty examples 
of some of our signature 
dishes. On Saturday and Bank 
Holiday Monday, we will have 
a special Festival Lunch, full of 
Herefordshire flavours, and 
our traditional roast lunch on 
Sunday. We shall be serving 
afternoon tea throughout the 
weekend (booking advisable). 
The Ballingham Bar and Bistro 
will be open from 7am to 10pm 
for coffee, lunch, afternoon tea, 
drinks, dinner and cocktails!

Tuesday, 15th December from 
4.30pm: Castle House 
Christmas Shopping & 
Supper Evening 

Wednesday, 16th and Thursday, 
17th December 10.30am–
3.30pm: Festive garland and/
or wreath-making classes  

Castle House is open to 
non-residents every day 
for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner except Christmas. 
The Ballingham Bar and 
Bistro is open from 7am 
until 10pm. We are always 
happy to discuss organising 
private parties, celebrations, 
small weddings and we are 
licensed for civil ceremonies. 
Our terraced garden can 
accommodate a good sized 
marquee for larger parties 
and provides the perfect 
backdrop for photographs. 

Our professional team will 
be happy to advise and 
discuss all the various event 
options at Castle House. 
Please call Reception on 
01432 356321.

A Castle House Gift 
Voucher for one of 

our events is a great 
present idea for 

someone special.  
Contact reception for  

more information.



1. Botanical artist Helen Campbell   
2. Macmillan Coffee and Cake Morning   
3. hArt – Sculptor Nick Helme with ‘Ajucar’  
4. Karen Van Hoff ’s Jewellery Workshop  
5. Chilli Chilli Bang Bang with Claire and 
Rayeesa  6. Restaurant Manager Sian 
Gardiner with Kate Humble and Francine 
Stock at The Haven charity lunch  7. George 
Watkins and some of his new cocktails   
8. Boxing Day Meet  9. ‘Castille’ the 
reindeer returns and wreath-making class

Please note that booking is essential for all our events.
If you would like to hear about future events, please  

complete a registration form from Reception,  
email us at info@castlehse.co.uk or call 01432 356321

www.castlehse.co.uk
Castle House, Castle Street, Hereford HR1 2NW
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